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Abstract 

Multi-link causal reasoning is the ability to organize information and bridge inferences into 

coherent causal chains. Causal reasoning is widely valued because it is critical to problem 

solving, decision making, and for constructing new knowledge, yet little research has been 

dedicated to understanding how it develops in children. Previous research that has 

examined the mechanisms of causal reasoning has limited itself to laboratory settings. In 

contrast, this project analyzes data collected in classrooms on the moment-by-moment 

effects of social interaction during child-managed discussions. A number of effects of group 

features, individual characteristics, and momentary situational influences on the production 

of causal chains have been observed in a corpus of discussions running to 4,000 speaking 

turns. 
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Current Interests: Reasoned argumentation, critical and reflective thinking; role of 

classroom discussion in children’s social, emotional, and cognitive development; learning to 
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I currently have two active programs of research. The first is comparative analysis of 

learning to read alphabetic and nonalphabetic languages, especially English and Chinese. 

The second examines children's intellectual and social development in the context of free-

flowing open-format discussions. 
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